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The interest om the State Debi—Geov-
ernor Morton's Plea.

The Journal in a labored article in its issue of |

Monday, evidently prepared by one in high au-
thority, sttempts to justify the course of the Gov-
ernor in msurping powers to administer the Stats
government upon his own account and not in ac-
cordance with the plain provisions of the consti-
tution and the laws. There is one fact the
Journal does not deny and that is the Republi-
can members of the House deserted their seats—
remained away—and thuas prevented the legisla-

tion necessary to maintain the good faith of the |

State not only to the holders of her bonds but to
her other creditors. The payment of one class
of creditors is certainly no more obligatory apon
the State than another and assured those who
had sdvanced money to raise troops to fill the
quotas required by the General Government for
the suppression of the rebellion, were entitled tc
as miich consideration as the foreign bondholders
whose sympathies are against the Federal Gov-
ernment in the struggle for what is termed by
Governor MorTox and his partizan friends, the
nstion’s life. The Journal complains in behalf
of His Excellency that the appropriation bills
were not matured and presented before the seces-
sion of the Republican members. It says:

Me. Branham, one of the ablest men in the
Stase, and the most experienced in legislation,
wagon the Committee of Ways and Means, and
he rieseatedly urged the early completion of those
bilk. He knew how frequently and essily im-

or extravagant appropriations are made in
the hurry of the last bours of a session, and he
wanted the bille introduced in time to allow them
to be thoroughly examined before the pressure
came But his representations were unheeded

Now it iz well known by all who have any
knowledge of legislatiou, that it requires great
considerntion and lahor to prepare appropriation
bills, and they sre never presented until near the
elose of the session ns the action of the Legisli-
ture, which canoot be anticipated, often shapes
many of its provisions. The reference to Mr.
Beawnax is unfortunate.
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, and
the appiopristion bille of that session were not
presented any earlier than they would bave been
at the last, if the Republicans had not skedaddled
from the alarm occasioned by their own shadows
The Republicans were absent the last twelve
working days of the session, lience the plea that
there was not time to carefully consider and ex-
amine the character of the appropriatiens is all
twaddle. Bat if the Republican members were
afraid of “disloyal” legislation, they could have
returned oo the last day of the session
when bills can be constitutionally enacted into
laws, and passed the appropristions, defeated
all other logislation and thus thrown the respon-
sibility of the failure of laws neccssary to carry
on she State government in subordination to the
coustitution and the statutes upon their political
opponents. But such a course would not suit
their factious and revolutionary schemes. And
it mumst not be forgotten that Governor Morros
was siding and encouraging the revolutionary

conduet of his partisan friends in the Legislature. |

The Jounal also complains that the members
made appropriations for their own pay and mile-
age, but the force of this objection is lost when
it is remembered that this appropriation was made
early in the session at the suggestion of the able,
experienced and honest Mr. Bravstaw.

The Journal endeavors to justify the conduet
of Gowvernor Mortox by quoting the course of
Governor WiLLaeD in 1857 asa precedent. The
Republicans condemned Governor WiLLaep and
the State officers of that year for atsuming the
responsibility of - paying the indebted-
ness of the State without
lative  appropridgtion. The two cases
are very dissimilar. In 1857, there was no em-
bezzlement law. And the Legislature of 1859
passed an act “for the manner of receiving, hol i-
ing and disbursing the public moneys of the
State,” which prohibited the State officers from
withdrawing say money from the Treasury unless
“in conformity to appropristions made by law.”
The Legislatare of that year and of 1861 evi-
dently intended that this clanse should include and
cover the payment of the interest upon the
public debt, for there was an appropriation
in the sppropristion bills of each of the
regular sessions of those legislatures, both 1859°
snd 1861, for the money necessary to pay the ac-

years.

Braxuax voted for the law passed in 1859 for
regmlating the treasury system; in 1861 for the
embezzlement set made ita penal offence
for any State officer to law of
1859 sad for the appropristions made by the

 of 1859 and 1861 to pay the interest
of the opinion that money oconld mot iawfally be

taken from the tressary to pay

In 1861 he was Chair- |

)

the interost with- |

tingency like that which has occurred might
arise, gave the Governor of the State the power
to assemble the Legisiature in specinl session
whenever the public interests demanded it. But
that body did not anticipate that any Governor of
Indiana would be 20 reckless of his constitution-
al obligations as to assume powers expressly con-
fided to the General Assembly of the State. The
responsibility of the failure of the laws necessary
to carry on the State government as the Consti-
tution prescribes, is upon Governor Morroy for
advising, and the Republican members of the
House, who, to earry out partisan schemes and to
gratify partisan orejudices, seceded and leit it
without a guorum for the transaction of business.
And that responsibility is continued, so far as the
Governor is concerned, by his failing to employ
the constitutional remedies for the embarrass-
meuts of the State.

A few words in reganrd to the assurances that |
if Governor MorTON convened a special session |
of the Legislature, the appropriation bills would |
be promptly enacted before any legislation would
be proposed which evem he might regard of &

been proffered, and then it admits that “in New
York, last June, Mr. Anditor Risrrse said to
Governor Morrtox that such assurances had been
made, and he (Mr. R.) had lesters to show it.”
Mr, Risriwe went to New York upon the tele-
gram of the*Governor, to confer with him upon
some plan to pay the interest which wonld not ]
conflict with the decision of the Supreme
Conrt. Mr. R. suggested an extra session
as the proper means of relieving the
embarrassment, and then it was that Mr. R, |
named those assurances to svoid the objections |
' of the Governor to legislative relief. Mr. RisTiE |
had over twenty letters in his possession from |
Democratic members, with the assarences, but |
| the Governor did not even ask to be shown the
| letters, or express any desire to find out the |
| pames. He well knew that he could have them,
{ and Mr. R. was unwilling to press a matter o
| which the Governor was so averse. If Governor |
| Morrox bhad been faithful to the comstitution
| and laws of the State, the present state of affairs
would not exist and he knows it, and the charge |
| that the State officers intrigued to defeat the pay-
| ment of the interest upon the public debt is with- |
| out any foundation whatever.
I The President's Fian.
Mr. Seumxer’s theory of State suicide and his |
| proposition to reduce the rebel States to a terri- |
torial jcondition, is less objectionable than the |
scheme of Mr. Lixcons as developed in his |
message. Under a territorial government the |

| more rights than in the plan proposed by the |
President. The scheme of Mr. LixcoLs propos- |
es a complete degradation of the insurgent States, |
for their citizens are cut off from all rights what- |
ever, nnless they consent to an entire submission :
to the ediets and manifestoes of the |
President and Congress, no mstter how |
| nnjust, arbitrary, oppressive and unconstitutional
they may be. The idea advanced by the Presi- |
dent, and re-echoed by the Republican press, is |
that the inhabitants of the rebel States, regard- |
' less of their views and relations to the rebellion, .
| must yield implicit obedience to the policy of |
| the party in power as 8 condition of their being |
| permitted to resume their former relations to the |
| Government; and yet this same party published
| to these same people and to the world “that the
| war is pot waged on our part in any spirit of op- |
pression, nor for any purpose of conquest or
subjugation.” The Administration prints say that
: N out of every 100 rebels can he restored to |
| every right to-morrow il they will do what?|

| Make a Union with abelitionism and subseribe to |
| the political dogmas of the party in power,
| nos matter how much they may regard them |
as opposed to the interests and pe:-pnl.uit_v of the
| Government and the hapoiness and well being of |
|#he people. And such n proposition is heralded |
: as not only fair, but liberal and maguanimous,
| and as a restorstion of popular rights to the peo- |
| ple of the rebel States
| The war for the Union is practically over.,

it had been waged
I puses expressed the

lation of July 22, 1861, to-day we I
| should have peace and  a restored |
| Union “with the digoities, equality, and the |
| rights of the several States unimpaired.” The |
' only issne now is the abolition of slavery, and to l
accomplish that end solely the war is being prose-

if |
for the par-|
CriTresDEN  reso- |

wolely
m

|cuted. The President says the party he repre-
| sents will accept no terms of reconciliation unless |
| all his proclamations in reference to

slavery wre |
recognized as of binding foree and implicitly |
obeved. |

Mr. Lixcorx had the golden opportunity to |'
end the rebellion, if he had issued a proclamation |
of amnesty making the only condition of forgive- |
ness and the only test of loyalty returned n.l]o-!
giance and fealty to the Constitution and the |
Union of the States under it, but he has cast it |
from bim to gratify radicalism and fanaticiem.
For such a considerstion the nation must suffer
the terrible evils and calamities which are now
upon it.

““Who Are They!™

The Journal expres«es an anxiety to know the
numes of the fity-nine members of Coogress
who voted for a proposition favoring ““the termi=
| nation of this bloody, destructive and inhuman
war, and for securing peace under the Comtitu-‘;
tiom upon terms of justice and equality.” The
court organ expresses the opinion that “the re-

enrd of thut vote will be the epitaph aver the po- i
| liueal grave of every free statesman found in it.” |

Wit possible objection can soy man have to
secaring peace under the Conatitution upon terms
of justice and equality? Certainly the Journal
should not object 10 a proposition of that nature.
Before the war began, and mouths after the com-
mencement of this “civil war” it dellberately
expressed the opinion that the loss of a dozeu
Biates was preferable to civil war; it discussed
the advantages of separation frum the dissatisfied
States, und pronounced the Con<titution of the
Conlederacy a chart of guvernment than
our own. Yet the centrsl organ of the
Republiean'or ““Union™ party of Indiana, with
‘such a record, denounces men who favor péace
upon “justios aod eguality under the Coustita-
tion" 48 & measure in “symputhy with rebellion.’
But what else can be expected from a party or-
ga that is willicg o eat its own words—graw| in
slime—to ndvance personal and party iuterests?

e S

The Message—Comments of the Press

The New York Herald, in commenting upon
the President’s message and proclamation, re-
marks:

The favored cinsses of the people of esch of
the rebellions States embraced in the Presi-
dent’s amnesty are required, fitst, to indorse
the emaucipation proclamation, snd, secoudly, o
organize a State Government, declaring slavery
abolished, before they can be resto o the
Toion. [nthe Scriptural account of Sodom and
Gomorrah it is stated that the Lord promised to
Abraham to spare those wicked cities if even
ten righteous men could be found therein; but
they could not be found, and we know the re
sult, We dare say that our Father Abraham's
“one-tenth” proposition was sugggsted by this
proposition of the original Father Abraham of
ten righteous men in Sodom, and we fear thas
the result will be the same—that the righteous
men required to save the rebellious States froma
destructive storm of fire and brimstoue will not
be found.

But President Lincoln wishes to be understood
that in offering this plan of restorstion it does not
follow that it i irrevocable, or may not be set
aside for some better plan.
that the retellions States may retarn through the
door of Conacess, but that Congress alone ean
determme when and how that dooris to be open
ed. %o“ : !'xehhttgr Lincoln’s plan will
be A h'.t, and it'is quite possible that it has
been submiitted more with a view to open the

question of an amoesty and a restoration, or more

th concilinte the radicals, thats from any hope of |

the acreptance of the otertues by the States con-
gerned, or any one of them vot under the nbso-
lute control of our armies.

We are pow ndriitl at sea beyond vur ancient

I landmarks, and upon what shore we may rewch t whether it shall fail

the anchornge of peace it would ba vain to con
jecture. We can only hope that from the very
agitstion which the restoration plan of the Mess
age will create we mav rech some satisfuxtory
“hallway house of rest.™

The New York Jourual of Commerce says of
the message:

The document is marked by the usual charac
teristies of rough rhetorie and o defiance of ondi
nnry rales of construction.  [ts wonls and sen-
tenees fall in heap<, instead of flowing in 2 con
pnected stream, and it is therefore difficult read.
ing
L

The serious question is whether this p'an of the
President is caleniated to bring about peace—
whether it ix a proclamation that is likely tu be
well received by auy considerable portion of the
people engaged in the iusurrection, and to hasten
the close of the war, It is pluin that what Mr.
Lincoln wanta is peace and abolition. He does
not take into consideration at sll the question of
peace without abolition.  In this respect he lends
himzelf entirely to the radical abolitionists, and
evidently expects to continae the war till slavery
is actually aboliched where lhis old
proclamation has  theoretienlly  abolished it
The President’s idea of closing the war is by
sort of individual and persomnl contract with each
and every mun, woman and chill, to the effect
that il the person will sustain all the policy of the
Admitistration and all its acts and proclamntions,

be or she will be pardoned. The offer is doubt- |
| people of the disfranchised States wounld have | less one which the President has the right 1o | bring shwme and humiliation to the entire people.

make
neat aned pretty way of doing up the war,
certainly does not hold out very hrilliant pros
peciz of succezss ns a pacifactory measure.
Neither is the President’s halting and hesitating
method of defending his position and plan at all
encouraging or inspiring. He does not seem to
have faith m it, he mtroduces it with an arguament
in its fuvor, which is of course an wdwmission that
it needs defence; and this is a very bad festure in
any piblic measure of so great importance as this
There is nothing stutesmanlike in the plan or the
paper defending it. It indieatesa narrow view cf
the grand questions of government involved in
the future pacification of the country, and a to
tal fmilure w0 raise w the solemo importence of
the events crowding into the clese of his Ad.
ministention. Without perception of the real
condition of the country, aud without ability to
master the grand problem before him, we have
here from Mr Lincolo a proelamatiou which is,
ax compared with the vast throes of the nation
which have seemed to produce it, a very small
At puis \J nifair
Was it not envugh to require an oath o sup-
port the Constitution of the United States, and
nH Insa niaye
Why force the negro in the vey nostrils of the
Southern man whosa submission to law vou seek ?
Is it said the oath requires no more than that?
With all due respect to Mr. Lincols, it requires
a great deal more. It regnires the support of a
proclamation which one half of the peaple of the
North do wot support. 1L requires the support
of laws which owe-hmil of the people of
the North repudiste as null and void, becaose
unconstitutionwl. The doctrine is not yet foread
on Americans that they must obey a lnw until it
iz devlured unconstitutional. Ou the contrary,
the Americen is compellel iojudge and take re
sponzibilities on himsell which in no other ‘ountry
are imposed on the citizen; and if, in obedience to n
law, an Amecrican citizen injures a neighhor, aud
the law i= declared unconstitutional , he 15 compell
el tapay thedamages Itisno defense to plead 1
obeved a law on the statute hooks."  This proe-
L mation reguires the taking ol an math, a3 & con-
ditton of pardon, which bt the citizens of the
Northern States would refuse w tuke. It is true
the President may proffer pirdon un conditions
But the gue<tinn i wheiter his eonditions are
wise, practical, likelyto do good. We are very
much afvaid thet the Adminiatration knows no
more how tn make ponee than it has keretofore
seemed to know sbout making war. We see no
prospect of peice or good 1o the country in the
Presmident's play. On the contrary, we fear he
has shrown away a golden opoortupity for the
eountrs, lor the sake of winning a support smoug
Northern radicals fur himself.
.

If the people will accept it, it 8 u very

. >

The general seupe of the President's plan may
be said 1o he of the extreme radieal sorte He
almoss, hut not qu te, recognizes Mr. Sumoer’s
State suicide theory., He ignores the present ex
istence of Stute governments, regards: them as
defunct, and saticipates n sort of territorial reor-
ganizgation  In this view he is ueither sound nor
congistent. But what are =oundness and consist
ency worth in onr day?

The New York World, in reviewing the mes-
sage, saya:

President Lincoln has, at lesst, succeeded in
producing somethinz wnigae in the form of an
anutsl communicition st the opening of Con-
gresa  [ta amin (eware is a proclamation, bear
inz even date with the message, nnd us cssential
to redeem the document fiom dev and vapid in-
ligtliﬁcwm‘r us the vhinreter of Hamlet ix to the
play of that nume  The proclvmition, amd what
s #aid iy the mesaage abous the  proclamstion,
are ull the Prosident has communicated which
will B1] pablie aftention  This 148 most extrs
ordinary mode of promulzating & proclamation
which parporis to be primarily addressad to the

people of fhe rebel Stages.
The World then considers the document in
two dilfereny aspects:

Fiest, [ respect 0 its merits as a politionl
manifesto issaed hy a party chief; and,
Second, [n view of ks charscler as a measure

of statesmunship fur the reconstruction of the
Union.

As a party manifesto lonking to the approach
ing Presidentisl electin, the World regards it as
a creditable specimen of political dexterity, and
expreases the opinion ther Me. Lixcous has fairly
got the inside track for the Republican nomina.
tion pexs epring, .

The World thus comments spon the states.
wanship of the proposed measures of the Presi

fian 1o the states.
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| class of it.”

Indeed, be suggests |

But it |

| erented by less than oe tenth of the legal voters.
' And w eap the absurgity this is to be done under
color of that provision of the Qonstitution by
| which the United States gusrantee to every State |
» republican form of government. It is an odd
| kindd of republicanism which divides a communi-
"ty into two classes by preseating an odious oath
which a vast majority are certain to reject, and
' then erect the minority into a privileged class,
and iovesting them with all the political power.
| Mr. Madison, in explaining in the Federalist the
provision of the Qonstitution relating to the guar-
antee to the States of 1 republican form of gov-
! ernment, asks, *“What, then, are the distinctive
“characters of the republican form?” In answer-
| ing this question (the italic word is his) he says:
[ *It is esmential to such a government that it be-
' derived from the great body of the society, not
| from an inconsiderable proportion ora favored
And yet Mr. Lineoln, pretending to
sct under this very clavse of the Constitution,
proposes to invest the government of & State in
one-tenth of ita voting population. And he
makes sure that his political aristoeracy or gov-
erning class will not be too large by compelling
all its members to swear allegiance to the .
cipatiou preclsmation.

Mr Lineoln's allegation against the disloyal
| States is us false in fact as it is absurd in theory.
It i not true that these States, or any of them,
have abandoued the republican form of govern-
ment. While adhering to Tepuhlicdn govern-
"ent, they are comuwitting rreason by levying war
against the Uhited States. Me Seward, in the
dispateh from which we have alienly quoted, nd-
mits and maiontaine that the 2eceded States have
| not changed their republican form. He said:

“T'he rights of the States and the condition of
every human being in them will remain precisely
the same, whether the revolution shall succeed or
In one ¢ise the States
| would be federally connected with the new con-
nr&]trllc-\‘: in the other ther would, as now, be
members of the United States; but their constitu
tiona and laws, enstoms, habits and institutions,
in either case will remain the same "’

It is clear, then, that Mr Lineoln’s scheme is
not onlv preposterous in itsell, but that it is the
very bight of absurdity to pretsnd to find suthor
ity for it in that part of the Constitution which
quarantees to the States a repablican form of
government [t is well adapted for immediate
political effect in the North, and for obstrueting
and defesting the objeet of the war in the South.

The New York News styles the message “The
Despot’s Edict,” and comments upon it in this
wise:

The **polier of emancipation’” “and of em
pT--}'-llg black soldiers™ is first alladeld to in con-
nection with our political situation, and having
been thoroughly exhausted, gives place to the
Inhyrinthine vatlines of & plan to make abolition
the imperative condition of reconstruction.

No unprejudiced mind can dwell upon this part
of the meszage without the conviction that Mr
Lincoln has determined to prosecute this war
herenfter exclusively in the interest of emancipa-
tion and according to the extreme purposes of
the radicals. 11 the intention were openly nvowed,
one might give the man at least the tribute due
o boldness; but there is a low cunning exhibited
in hiz parade of sophistry that Jars upon the
feelings ns something which, wheu associated
with ideas of official dignity and hovor,

| The plot, forit is nothing lesz than i mescherous
and despicuble plot, is not developed in the mess
| age proper. To give it at once the furce of an
| Executive edict. e appends a proclamation, pur
purting to be one of amnesty, but in reality de~
| signed to give Lo the retainers of the Administra
f tion in the seceded States the power Lo create
| new Swate Constitutions hostile 1o slavery. “A
| number of persons wpot less than one tenth in
| number of the votes castin such States at the
| Presidential election of the yesr of vur Lord
| 1870, each having taken the oxth aforesid, and
| excluding all others,” may 're @stablish n State
government,”” which “'shall be recognized as the
true government of the State?™ *““Anditis en
goged ns not impeoper that in anv State, the
| boundary, the sah-divisious, the Constitution and
| the general code of laws be maintained, subject
| only to the modiieations made neces<irvy'hy the

B!y ks

jeomﬁ!inn-& herein hefore stated (those of the

emancipatinn  proclamation,

| State Government ™
ia pot "IUlI:['up('r” o retain
| stitution. but the suggestion nmounts 1o an in
P vitation w0 do otherwise

| that no person can assist in the formation of

and such others |

| which may be deemed ?I;‘)E'F-P'hl by the new:
The suggestion is that it !

the old Con- !

1 By observing the |
ani nets done i pursuance of il | tenor of “the oath aforesmid.” it will be seen ]

these new State governments who is not sworn to |

“abide by and faithfulty support all acts of Con-
| gress passed during the existing rebellion, with
| reference to slaves,” and elso “"to abide by and
{ faithfully support all proclamatious of the Presi-
| dert made during the existing rebellion having
| reference to slaves.” Putting this and that to-
| gether, the simplest logician will perceive that it
| becomes impossible for any State to return to the
| Union except under the oath of its citizens to con-
seut to the sholition of slavery.

15 not this sn effectual bar 10 reconstruction?
I= not this a prosecution of the war directly for
the eonanmmation of emancipation? Having
sncrificed to mueh of their hest bload and under-
gone so much finncial, soeisl and political mis-
fortunes, with the prospect befure thewn of years
of rninous warfare, the people of the North can-
not e blind to the propriety of cstablishing some
atandard of reconcilistion that it s possible for
the Southi te aceept, Yet now we haveit distinet-
ly proclaimed by the Administration that the only
aveuue Lo reconstruction leads nnder the yoke of
abolition. Whe shall say that is not the pliant
tool of funaticism, that it i3 in accordance with
our Republican inatitutions for one tenth of the
voters of a State to remodel, and in fact 1o re-
ereate the laws and Cunstitution of that State,
especially when it is in the power of the adminis
tration, in the event of military occupation, to
flood such a State with the emissaries of its will?
So far from being sell governmenut, the realiza-
tion of such a scheme would he worse than tyran
ny; it would be the beuasval of the prineiples
fought for by our [at®rs, Ly 4 mean and treach-
eroygs trick, which would eternnlize discord, sus-
picion and hatred between the sections.
= > —

FHOM WANSHINGTON.

The Question of Final Heunion or
Utier Neparation—What PFPrevenls
Meunion—W hat the Sounth Reguires
—Aarmy tovemenis on the Happa-
hauwnock—Hoew Iichmend Might be
Taken—ifhe President Toadying to
the Hussinn Emperor.

W asnixerox, Deec. 9
A recent editorial article in the Times, en-
I, “Will Rebellion Cease when the Rebel

.

members of Co speak of it, in discussing
the principles it mvolves. No one doubts that
the above question mmst be answered in the neg-
ative, as long as the presomt and past policy of
the Administration is persisted in. The reason
is plain enough. The Admiuvistration has not
mado war nst the rebel armies, but
the people of the Southern States. It is on
people that all the horrors of war ha
nnre to fall. t them
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- who has usnrped powers over them greater than

, 8t first, that the

Meade’s army; the tents were ell hastily struck;
the trains were all sent to the rear; and
combustibles were collected and placed in the
railroad depot, and in and under several bundred
cars, loaded with provisions, which could not be
removed, and which, it was feared, might fall in-
to the hands of the advancing enemy. The ob-
ject of the enemy at that time, however, was |
merely to re-establish three of their signal sta-
tions, ont three high peaks of the mountains near |
Culpepper, wihiich overlook an immense extent |
of country. In this they were successfal, md'
their signal fires can be seen burning on lhamel
three peaks every might. Tt is a grand sight.
From these thrmi]wnfﬁ they can see far 'beviﬁhnd |
the Rappabannock, Our camps are spread outbe- |
fore them like a map, they can sec, and do see, |
all the movements of Gen. Meade. It was ab- |
surd, at any rate, to keep the army so far from
Washington as to the line of the k.
But, now that cvery movement of Gen. Meado is
instantly telegraphed to Gen. Lee, the army will
ymhuhly be withdrawn to Warrenton, Manassas

unction, or cven to Centreville, before it goes
into winter quarters,

Winter quarters! It is & humiliating thought,
how much might be accomplished by this gal-
lant army of veterans between now and spring,
if they were placed under a competent General,
and that General %iven carte blanche for a cam-
paign against Richmond. With the assistance
of the woops already in Gen. Batler’s depart-
ment, it would be easy to organize a campaign
against Richmond which could not fail of suc- |
cess. We have complete possession of the James |
river. The Army of the Potomac might be em-
barked on board of transports at Alexandria
and landed at a point above City Point, on the !
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But still more impudent is that feature of
message which assumes to sweep away all the
State governments of all the Southern ¥
a single stroke of the pen. i
stories does not even take the trouble to enter
into any argument to prove that the Southern
States no longer exist as States and of course
have no longer any State governments, Oh, no!
He says virtually *“7hat has been so well done
by the letter of Mr. Solicitor Whiting of the War

- mt, and by Senator Sumuer in his At-
lantic Monthly article, that we will consider
thase points settled. 1 refer my discontented
fellow-citizens, and my traitorous subjects in Po-
land—I mean in Alabama—to those documents.
The old Staes and the old State govermments
being then s0 comforiably out of the way, it only
remains to ‘set uLn' a Joln Brown government, a
Horace Greeclsy State constitution, and 8 Wend-
ell Phillips and Charle« Sumner State organiza-
tion in their places. If the citizens of the South
refuse to acquiesce in this new order of things, 1
will confiscate their estates, bestow the Istter on
my worshippers, and look to the blacks to reor-
ganize society at the South.”

In all this there is one zrain of comfért. The
present Congress will never sanction any such
doetrines as those contained in this message.
Let the people thank God for that. Let them
take courage in the fact that, in this Congress,
there are enongh conscrvative members to de-
feat any measure of legislation founded on these
wicked, unjust and cruel sentiments. At the
earliest opportauity, and at every opportunity,
the Democratic memhers of Congress will give
utterance to the voice of the people on these sub-

gpouth side of the James river, where they | jects, and will expose and denounce the atrocions

would be onl
At the same time the troops under Gen. Butler |
could advance from™Yorfulk and Suffolk against |
Weldon, and destroy the railroad leading from |
Weldon to Richmond. Such an expedition,

properly organized, aud led by a competent Gen- |
eral, could not fail of success. But the public)
neod not anticipate anyvthing of this kind. The

same malign influence that removed General |
McClellan] from the army, and that keeps the
incapable Halleek in his place, will see to it
g"ﬁ the Army of the Potomae is kept for & foot-

all.

The fact that the President is suffering from a |
scvere aitack of small-pox, that his condition is
critical, and that it must be some days before he
can even leaye his chamber, will probably pre-
vent the nation from suffering the dis of
sceing our Chief Magistrate in a role whi miﬁg.:
be pardonable in the Mayor of a little town,
which would scarcely comport with the dignity
of the President of the United Btates, The
Russian fleet is here, and it is understood that
Sumner, Wilson, Lovejoy, Trumbull, Greeley,
and others of that ilk, had devised a series of
entertainments, which were to take place on
board of the Admiral's vessel and at the White
House; and at which the great rail-splitter was
to be a principal performer. The object of these
JSetes was to have the Tyrant of America concili-
ate and fraternize with the Tyrant of Russia.
And, if the violence of Mr. Lincoln’s discase sub-
sides sufliciently, that part of the programme
which was to take place at the White House may
still be earried out. Perhaps itis as well to be
#o; for it may serve to open the eyes of the
American people to the character of the man

those exercised by any European sovereign ex- |
cept the Emperor of Russia. And Abraham is |
fast following in the footsteps of Alexander.
You wilk remember that when Mr. Cameron was
sent to Europe, 1 stared that it was done in order
to hring about an alliance with Russia, in onder
to enable Mr. Lineoln to conquer and subjugate
the Sonth. And it looks very much as if this
was now to be brought #oout. C

Fresident™ Message—Ilta Atro-
cious Featares.

The

[8pecial Correspondence of the Chicago Times. |
Wasrnixaron, December 10.

Yesterday was a dark day for the American
Republic. On tha: day THE GREAT WORK upon
whieh the abolitionists have been laboring for
the last thirty years culminated in the amnual
me of a man who had sworn to the
constitution of his country, but who in this
message violated his inangunration oath, trampled
the constitution under his feet, and pilnted his
fect mpon the rghts and liberties of one-half of
the States of the Union. For thirty {em the
abolitionists have heen ing to abolish slaye-
ry in all the States, even if, m doing so, they
should destroy the Union. To-day they find that
work done for them by Abraham Lincoln. I
mean the work of the destruetion of the Union.
Slavery in the South they can never abolish. It
is an institution ordaincd and sanctioned hy the
Almighty, as theymost suitable condition for an
inferior race; and what he ordains and sanctions

which t:r‘c (;bsm'e ﬂlim}sﬁﬂﬂub«ut ?flm damdn' ﬁt,:

assert, the o past

Republic, the infamous falsehood that the South-

ern States existed no Jonger; and to declare that,

if were ever recognized as States again, it

must be after they shall have pulled down their
raments, abolished their sa-

twonty miles frum Richmond. | features of the message as they deserve. The-

speeches of Reverdy Johnson and Col. Richard.-
son, in the Benate, and of Messrs. Voorhees,
Pendleton, Fernando Wood, Cox and Brooks,
in the Honse, on these topics, mav be looked for
with confidence that they will do full justice to it,
and to their constituents—who, now, are the
whole body of the people of the nation, except
the shoddyited and contractors, and their allies.

The Future,

The message of Mr. Lincoln is important in
this respect that it annonnces the future policy of
the Administration as wholly opposed to coneili-
ation and in ex(l)eda.tion of peace only as the re-
sult of toral and absoluwe congnest, terms
of peace are to be not only unconditional submis-
sion to the Constitution and the laws, but still
worse, an individual oath to “support” the meas-
ures of the Administration. ¢ New York
Tribune, with curions effrontery, misrepresents
and conceals from its readers the extent to
wldich the requircment of the Presidentgoes; that

per says and repeats that ke requires nothi

t that the rebels shall “submit 10" and “acqmi-
esce in” the proclamation, which is a very differ-
ent thing from the President’s words, which de-
mand that they shall swear to “‘sapport” his
measures,

K we should apply to this requirement the
troasonable aud anii-Union language of the Tri-
bune and the Abolitionists, we should probably
be accused, by these very same persons, of dis-
loyalty. The Tribune has strongly expressed
its total abhorrence of the plan of pinming one
part of the Tnion to another by bayonets. It is
a curions part of the history of vurtimes that the
radicals are so0 constanily in the habit of charg-
ing as disloyalthe sontiments of which they them-
se'ves have been the most strenuous advocates,
and which they seek to fix on their adversaries so
8= to save their own necks,

Baut laving aside all guestions of loyalty or dis-
lovalty, for the people are sick of the radical hy-
pocrisy which has so abused the terms, the ques-
tion presented to the honest parriot in examining
the E!'Mdem's proclamation and mes=age is this;
Does it seem to be bun of a trme and honest de-
sive to resture the Union? 1t is only & method
of esiimaiimyg the trne character of the radical
policy that we suggest this question Would a
irne lover of theold Union. or of any union be-
tween the Northera and Southern Btates, 8 patri-
ot sincerely desiring to bring the war to a close
bv the achievement of its original object, take
this wav of doing it? Could he find no better?
It i< a foir and 8 most i portant question,  The
President doubtless thinks the plan the best that
he can device with hic pecnlisr viewe. Indeed
be savs as manch. It i< then the culmination of
the radical policy, and the only visible method,
in the view of Mr. Lincoln and his friends, by
whieh peace is to beattained. It muxt be consid-
ered the absolute sum 10tal of the wisdom of the
present Administration - the only means which it
can devise for restoring peace to our distracted
‘country.

The effect of the adoption of this ultimatum,
by the Administration, on the people of the
North mast necessarily be to draw a line between
those who think with it that the Union can only
be restored by a total reduction and submissi
of the rebels, and those who think that peace
conld be hastened by a wise and statesman-like
disposition or concitistion. Mr. Lincoln felici-
tates himse!f on the result of the late elections,
as if the course of the nation on the <lavery ques-
tion had been decided ar them, and that oo by
immense and unchangeable majorities. We are
inclined to think he mistakes the fact, while it is
certain that he forgets the enormous expense of
money men, and repatation which it has cost his
Administration to carry those elections.  And if
the question came up, fairly and squarely before
the people, shall the emancipation proclamation
and the confiscation acts be repudiated, shelved,
erased, if possible forgotten, provided the South-
ern people repudinte their soeession acts and re-
tarn to their dufy as citizens and subjects, we
eay if this tion eame before the people of the
North, the j Ly of them would vote
Aye with a shout. 'We think this fact Mr. Lin-

coln leaves out of his account.
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The Amnesty a Pretext fora Disunjien
- Fdice.

The eadica] press sdmite, with exultation, that
Mr. Lincoln"s so-ealled proclamation of sennest
rerddéts reanion impossible wutll davery
bave been abwlished We were not prepared for
this coufession of a wuth. and therefore sub-
mitted jt3 irrefatable demonstration 1o rhe ic;
but the prompt Avowal, by the organs of the Ad-
ministration, of the irsitoreus intent_of the proe.
lemation, bes caused our iabor (o be superoga-
tory, Let us now cousider this ukase un-

/| der other aspects, snd reflect upon the effect it

way produce with the Southern \

vor former mhl.eu-:il nod politi-
culrelations with the South been so superficial
as 10 heve
characteristics, the events of the war most have
vel mmnple evidénce that the Southernérs are
ve, resvinte, prond uni tenarious of those
things which they consider points of honor. Their
walor in the Beid, Weir luruituse suder privation,

sod (be stern fxedness of purpose wri::h
heve exhilited a2 well in the hour of defest an of
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| ciations of the past. Now, let
| position; and without reference to the right
| the wrong, exchange positions with the South,
| far ms concerns the danger of incurring the pen-
aliy of treason. While any means of resistance
remained ﬁrwhﬂe therewt:a s crust of bread to
susiain life, an arm with strength enough to
wield a weapon and a wespon to be wielded,
(would any Northerner that esteems himself an
{ honorable man accept an amnesty whose proyi-
'sions would cousign to the scaffold his compan-
|ion in arms, the chieftain who bad shared with
him the fortunes of the field, his brother=oldier,
his brother, his father perbaps, and the public
| officers whom his sufirage had elevated to I}: jro-
| sition that exempted them from pardon? Yet, in
{ accepting the terms of the amnesty, the South-
{ern people would sign the death warrants of
| all their tield officers—of their commanders, some
[ of whom they aevere and love with an intense
devotion—of their officials, whom they desired
to accept the post of danger and responsibility,
and, in many cases, of their kindred and bosom
[ friemds. If Stoncwall Jackson lived, what man
of those whom be so often led along the embat-
| tled plain, of those whom he had cheered in the
| bospital and cared for with unwearving solici-
| tude amid the vicissitudes of war; of those whom
| he prayed for while they slept upon the eve of
| battle, and who was to them a herc and an idel
|=—what man of them, except some mercensry
| craven that would sell his soul to purchase his
| body’s safety, would accept & pardon whose price
was that leader's blood! Does any Northern
| citizen, with heart and human instinets, believe
| that the Confederate army in Virginia would
| surrender Robert Lee to the gallows, 1o pay with
| his life, devoted to their canse, the ransom of
{ their own existence! Mr. Lincoln must have
forgotten that he dealt with the descendants of
'men who fought for independence with halters
| ahout their necks, and fought none the Jess un-
| ficnhingly. If the Amencsns who unmur
'muring endured hunger and cold amid the
snows of Valley Forge, had in their dark hour
betraved Washington to the mercies of King
George, them might we have sapposed that
Americans of this day wounld =eal their bond of
safety with the blood of their cemrades and com-
Whether their cause be good or bad,
whether they be patriots or traitars, whether they
are strong in hope or feeble with despondency,
they have ar least in their veins the same un-
treacherous blood that ennobles the people of the
North—together they resolved to tread the burn-
ing plowshare, tx:gﬂmr they will pass the ordeal.
We do not think that Mr. Lincoln’s estimate
of his comntrymen is so low, nor that such base
misgivings pervaded his brain, that he issued
that amnesty with s hope of its tance. He
desired to ordain by proclamation either disanion
or the extinction of slavery, and the ampesty was
his pretext. In that, he succeeded. The North
cammot now fail to understand that wnder the
present Admiunistration the Union cannot be re-
stored except upon the condition of abolition.
| “War Democracy” has not even a phantom light
to guide ir.. There can be but two political part-
|ics; that which supports the Administration sup-
| ports & war for disunion; that which epposes the
| Administration opposes the war.
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l The Leagne Woamen and Slavery.

| [From the Springtield (Mess) Republican—Streng Ad-
| ministration paper. ]

{ The Women’s Loval League, which is only
| the Garrison Anti-slavery Society under another
| name, is circulating petitions to Co for a
law to abolish slavery throughout Union.
| Congress will not, of course, entertain the propo-
gition, becanse there is no member of that body
' who does not  know that they have no power in
the case. Somechow our madical friends, who
have been denounciug the Constitution for the
last quarter of & century as a “covenant with
| death and an agreement with hell,” seem to have
got the idea that the war bas abolished the Con-
 stimtion. The rebels think so too. Both are
'mistiken. The Constitution still lives, and will
| not only survive the war, but bids fair to stand
for some bhlessed conturies of pational peace and
prosperity vetto come. And it will stand all
the firmer, and be the more ardently loved and
| reverenced for that it has wickstood alike the as-
{saults of the fricnds and enemies of libeny
throagh this time of darkness and tempest,
Bui why do the League women agitate for
| what they know s impossible! Do they sappose
that the Government, now that it is achieving its
'final triomph over rebellion and seeing the con-
| sequent apd inevitable death of slavery st hand
. by ‘meant aceordant with constiation and law,
[ can be induced to pass an anconstitationsl act
that can have mo other cffect thau to make its
lll:lt.ht;n"o forever infamous? Doubtless these wo-
l men, and the men who are in the plot with them,
|expect no such thing. Bur they have hitherto
been in the van ufpma,n&eyn&rq.ul
now secing the object they have only talked and
| scolded for, accomplished by the labor and blood
| of practical, working and fighting men—so leav-
ing them without an irritsting theme, thay maust
even take what they absurdly eall “an advanced
position” and demand impossible and absurd
things, so as to Keep shead. They may be well
and heneficently intentioned, it is some-
times hard to see it, but we must believe that it
is this feeling that cvents arc taking from them
| their stock i trade which leads to make
new and preposterous demsnds upon the Govern.
menl

Now_there is abundapce of heslthy, pecessary
petriotic and Christiau work in these times fur all
genuine reformers.  There are tens of thousands
of freed negross to be fel.clothed and instrocted.
There is work in hospital and  Beld for our sol-
diers wha are fighting the hajtles of freedom, aud
{doing move for actad progress ju a day than ten
| thousand talkess in conventive can accomplish in
n veueration. And this work is growing upon us.
All the maiden philsnthropists of whatever a
vr sex may fied zll the employment they need
in such works of charity and mercy. But they
should also be told, if they do not already know
it, that by asking the Governmont to violite the
Constitution in order to punifest s sacred agi-
mosity to slavery, they are realiy duing inj
to the cunss of the Urdon. Tt i of the utmost
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